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to press his claim to be made Governor-General of the
new province, but was detained there. His son, Suleiman,
was left in his place.
In the east, Ismail Pasha commissioned a Swiss, Mun-
zinger, who was acting as Consul for Great Britain and
France at Massawa, to occupy Keren, the capital of Bogos
Province, bought from a treacherous Governor the territory
of Ailet province, between Hamasen and Massawa, and
annexed Harrar Province with the consent of its inhabi-
tants. The Abyssinians sent a Colonel Kirkman, who was
in their employ, and who had been with Gordon in China,
to voice an appeal to Europe, but without any definite
result.
In 1875 Ismail Pasha also bought from the Sultan of
Turkey the port of Zeila and nominal rights to the coast
as far as Berbera. He then despatched a force under
Avendrup, a Dane, via Massawa to Ginda, of which
Kirkman had been made Governor with a freehold for
life. Avendrup seized Ginda and advanced on Adua, the
capital, but he was heavily defeated at Gundet in Novem-
ber 1875, by the Abyssinians and lost some 1,800 men.
A fresh expedition despatched from Cairo was defeated
with even heavier loss at Gura in March, 1876, and the
Egyptians were forced to retreat to Massawa and nego-
tiate for peace.
In January, 1875, Gordon left Gessi at Kodok and
started from Lado for the Great Lakes, proposing to find
an opening for his Equatorial Provinces to the east-south-
east and opeji a station at Mombasa or elsewhere. In the
autumn, with the same object in view, Ismail Pasha
despatched the " Juba River Expedition " under one
McKillop. The anchorage at the mouth of the Juba River
being found unsuitab^ the expedition moved along the
coast to Port Durnford and Kismayu, but their plans
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